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	PROJECT ABSTRACT:  Saguaro National Park is currently in the process of developing a General Management Plan (GMP) that will guide management for the park for the next 15-20 years.  Visitation to Saguaro National Park has increased more than 50 percent since the 1988 General Management Plan.  Park use is expected to continue to increase at about the same rate in the near future as Tucson attracts more visitors and residents. A large majority of existing use is from local residents that live near the park and use the park on a frequent basis.  The purpose of this study is to augment the GMP Visitor Survey (also being conducted by the University of Arizona) that is currently underway with specific information from residents bordering the park.  More specifically this study will identify the spatial and temporal distribution of visitation from local residents near the park boundaries.  The spatial and temporal use data collected from local residents will be used to develop a computer model that simulates the neighbors’ specific use patterns.  This information will be used in conjunction with visitors’ attitudinal responses to issues and concerns to help identify management issues and establish and evaluate management strategies in the GMP.  
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