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PROJECT ABSTRACT: Bighorn sheep movement routes to/from Sheep Lakes are unknown; however, any of the potential routes forces bighorn to move through large contiguous patches of forest cover.  Bighorn habitually avoid timbered areas because limitations of vision, distance from escape cover, and lack of suitable forage increase both risk of predation and physiological stress.  The Sheep Lakes mineral site may be important to bighorn, especially ewes and lambs during pregnancy and lactation.  However, high visitor use of the interpretive site and Fall River road has resulted in bighorn adopting behaviors that potentially minimize use of the site (Keller and Bender 2002).  Movements through dense timber and further human-related disturbance along movement may further limit bighorn use of Sheep Lakes.  Thus, it is important to identify travel routes to/from Sheep Lakes, both to identify potential management options to ameliorate impacts on sheep as well as to minimize human encounters.  This data is needed to facilitate continued use of the Sheep Lakes site by bighorn and thus both herd-health related benefits as well as recreational benefits associated with bighorn use of, and viewing opportunities at, Sheep Lakes.
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