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Proper data management of natural resource information is largely based on the ability to store and easily retrieve data. Rapid access to these natural resource data is a valuable component to ongoing resource and land management activities and can contribute significantly to Bureau of Land Managements on-the-ground needs and decision-making processes, long-term monitoring programs and development of future research directions, if properly maintained. Automated natural resource information related to BLM lands is often difficult to locate due to the wide variety of sources and the exclusion of agency gray literature from current online sources. This gray literature includes valuable historical data associated with various types of field investigations, surveys, transect and study plot analysis, photographs, maps, and miscellaneous reports and assessments.
One method to contribute to the accessibility of this information is to identify and document that literature, and develop an annotated bibliography related to those data. This information could then be combined with a more standard bibliographic reference system of published natural resource research specific to the Field Office and the Colorado Plateau in general. A comprehensive, annotated natural resource bibliography in digital form will provide the following:
          Improved access to current and past published and unpublished research and resource data
          A tool to foster relationships among managers, researchers, students, and to increase collaboration among those and other groups
          Protection of the costly investment of collecting research, survey and monitoring data and information
          User-friendly data transfer to enable those interested in conducting research on or near BLM lands to bring data into a variety of software packages
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