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PROJECT ABSTRACT:  

Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) historically guided Native American resource management across western landscapes.  Given the challenges of current resource management (e.g., invasive species management, threatened and endangered species, global climate change) and an emerging understanding of historical resource use, many stakeholders now propose integrating western science and TEK into NPS resource management. However, few park units have intentionally documented and integrated TEK into resource management.  This participatory research study elucidates TEK of Navajos living and farming in Canyon de Chelly National Monument for integration into ongoing NPS riparian restoration efforts. Knowledge documented by this study is intended to enrich and improve cultural livelihoods through culturally appropriate riparian restoration. Incorporating TEK into Canyon de Chelly resource management not only fulfills the NPS mission and values, but should also empower tribal residents by validating tribal knowledge in resource management.
