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PROJECT ABSTRACT:  

In 2011, at least 22,737 visitors out of a total visitation of 90,948 people were not able to experience the site’s significant resource, the Timpanogos Cave System. Visitation in 2011 was also impacted by construction closures. The 1.5 mile trail to the caves gains 1,092 ft. in elevation, and is not accessible to those with mobility concerns, and is overly strenuous for many young, senior and fitness challenged visitors. Few options are available for visually or hearing impaired visitors to experience the resource on their own terms. Virtual visitors and online Junior Rangers have little beyond static photos to explore the caves, and this media would allow for a richer park experience for those who may never be able to visit onsite. A visually stunning, descriptive and stimulating series of podcasts (as well as descriptive transcripts) for download will offer all visitors, regardless of ability,  another avenue to experience, share and understand the significance of the Timpanogos Cave System, National Monument and surrounding American Fork Canyon at their own pace and wherever they choose. During the second year, podcast development will focus on school group orientation, recreation opportunities in the American Fork Canyon, high school volunteer program, and highlights of local flora and fauna. 


