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PROJECT ABSTRACT:  

This funding continues a partnership between the Colorado Plateau Research Station at Northern Arizona University (NAU) for the purposes of assisting with Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS) bird-banding stations at Mesa Verde National Park (MEVE) and Bandelier National Monument (BAND).  This funding will be obligated in FY2011 through an existing CESU cooperative agreement with NAU.  NAU would provide a staff biologist with experience banding birds.

The MAPS protocol involves 10 mornings of bird banding and mist netting over a three-month period at each station each year.  Results from this multi-year project will provide population demographic information (such as the number of young produced per adult each year, the probability of a young bird surviving to its first breeding season, the probability that a surviving young bird will breed, the number of adults that survive each year, the probability that a surviving adult will return to the same site to breed the next year, and the probability that a surviving adult from a different site will immigrate to the study area).  This demographic information will provide land managers inside and outside the NPS with basic where-and-when information essential to identifying the prime sources of life-cycle problems for several species previously identified as needing conservation efforts.

Two end-of-year (EOY) requests received funding in FY09 for integrated work at BAND and MEVE are part of the same overall project effort.  This funding builds on funding scheduled for FY2011-2013 from IMR International Conservation Office (IMRICO) funds and is an expansion of an existing Park Flight Program at Bandelier.  This proposal was initiated at the request of the Southern Colorado Plateau Inventory and Monitoring Network.

