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Abstract: 
National Park Service (NPS) units of the Southern Colorado Plateau Inventory and Monitoring Networks (SCPN) have identified a need for long-term monitoring of habitat-based bird communities.  Bird communities were selected as indicators of the overall condition of park ecosystems.  Monitoring the condition of bird communities is a high-priority need for NPS resource managers because of the great significance of these resources to parks and because of their sensitivity to a wide range of human impacts.  

This agreement covers work that builds upon the results of two earlier phases of work.  Phase one of the project consisted of preparing a literature review to describe the conservation status of bird communities and populations across the Colorado Plateau and SCPN park units, and developing a series of models to address differences in the relative importance of key processes and stressors in structuring bird communities across the full range of ecosystems found within SCPN units.  

The overall objectives of this project (Phase 3) are to update the literature reviews and conceptual models developed through earlier work, and to conduct bird occupancy modeling using data collected thus far.  This project also funds refinement of the monitoring protocol following peer review.  
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