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Abstract: 
Petrified Forest National Park was set aside in 1906 to preserve and protect the remains of the ancient Mesozoic Forest.  The park is one of the best places in the world to be able to study the Late Triassic because it preserves the fossil remains of the entire ecosystem, not just the trees.  It is also a significant time in the history of life because it is the dawn of the age of the dinosaurs and mammals are just coming onto the scene.  It is very important to be able to correctly identify the various layers of sediment so that we can determine the evolution of the various plants and animals.  It enables the scientists to correctly interpret and tell the story of that significant slice of history.  This project will enable us to update the current geologic map and allow us to better determine what plant and animal lived together.  This is critical in telling the story of the park. Collaboration with the professors and students at NAU will allow us to make new and exciting discoveries about this critical time in the history of life.  
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