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Abstract: 

The Trails on Volcanic Features workshop is designed to assist the National Park Service and other federal and State agencies in planning /design and construction of trails that minimize resource impacts and emphasize sustainable trail construction on volcanic features. 

Visitors to public lands throughout the world are highly drawn to and interested in, volcanic sites such as: volcanoes, cinder cones, and lava flows. Visitor use in these sites poses unique management issues, chiefly, protecting the resources and the visitor, but also constructing sustainable and visually pleasing trails. Trails have long been the primary method to interface visitor and the resources. Design and construction of traditional trails and boardwalks have posed significant challenges to resource managers and historically have sometimes resulted in considerable damage to the resources and view shed impacts detracting from visitor enjoyment and understanding.

The goal of the workshop is to produce a guide or “Best Practices” book identifying the attributes of trails that minimize resource damage and improve visitor use opportunities on these unique resources. The guide will be developed by a diverse group of interdisciplinary professionals in a facilitated workshop. The “product” will be a field guide for resource managers to use planning / designing and constructing trails of all types on volcanic features. The guide will be helpful to National Park Service, Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management and other federal and state agencies. It may be useful to resource managers in other areas of the world. 
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