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Abstract: 
The Flagstaff Area Monuments (FLAG) and the Southern Four Corners Group (SOFO), in partnership with public radio station KNAU, will produce a radio series that tells stories that link local people to five national monuments and one national historic site. Local residents from tribes and rural communities helped create many of these NPS units and continue to participate in them as employees and volunteers. The stories will highlight the connections between people and place, detailing the vision of locals who championed the establishment of the units, describing the dedication of current employees and volunteers, and conveying the deep meaning that these parks hold for area American Indians. The goal of this series in focusing on these connections is to reveal and strengthen connections between local Native people and neighboring NPS sites, and to illustrate that they are part of the overall National Park System legacy.

Flagstaff, Arizona-based public radio station KNAU will produce radio features for broadcast on its thirteen station network with rebroadcast on two affiliated Native stations.  Rose Houk, a noted and prolific Southwestern writer, will write and narrate the series.  KNAU News Director Daniel Kraker, the principal correspondent of the Indian Country News Bureau, will edit and produce the programs. Native Public Media, a national organization which exists to strengthen and expand Native American media voices, will advise and inform the project.

The radio series will be broadcast in advance and concurrent with Ken Burns’ The National Parks: America’s Best Idea.  The radio series will be widely promoted throughout northern Arizona in various media.  All feature segments will encourage listeners to view Ken Burns’ National Parks programs and invite the public to attend open houses at the NPS sites. 
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