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Abstract: This Project will foster the development of an ongoing partnership in graduate education that will link Grand Canyon National Park GRCA with Northern Arizona University and other partners in a field-oriented curriculum. The partnership will provide a focused, demanding, and interdisciplinary experience for advanced students to work on relevant management issues at GRCA. By working with Park scientists and managers, university faculty, and environmental professionals, students will address real-world issues at the cutting edge of conservation science and policy. Initial stages in the development of this program will involve on-campus preparation, followed by multi-day field trips to GRCA and adjacent public and private lands, where students will be exposed to the complex issues facing park managers and contribute to work on key challenges facing GRCA and other stakeholders. For example, work in 2008-09 will focus on the science and policy issues affecting bison management, a contentious resource management issue involving several state and federal agencies. Fire management and post-fire recovery will receive attention as well, and other emerging issues will be tackled by students in future years, guided by their academic and agency mentors. Deeper engagement of students is likely to lead to M.S. thesis research by select students, and ultimately to a semester curriculum in field science and policy. An additional product of this project will be the development of a curriculum, recruitment plan, and business plan for an ongoing partnership in a proposed “Field Semester in Conservation Science, Policy, and Management.”
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