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PROJECT ABSTRACT: This project will support the design of the vegetation, soils and avifauna components of the Inventory and Monitoring (I&M) Plan for the Colorado River, Grand Canyon National Park.  GRCA natural resources staff will provide the Principal Investigator (PI) with the overall management questions for vegetation, soils and avifauna, along with the general background on the planning effort.  The PI will provide a synopsis of the various vegetation / avifauna monitoring designs currently being used by Grand Canyon Monitoring and Research Center (GCMRC).  The PI will also provide a summary of the Old High Water Zone (OHWZ) and New High Water Zone (NHWZ) vegetation based on GCMRC plot data, describing the OHWZ and NHWZ vegetation in the various geomorphic reaches.  The PI will overlay the locations of the 49 GRCA indicator sites with the GCMRC plot data, and assist with the determination of sampling locations and overall sample size requirements for the plan.  The PI will then design an integrated monitoring scheme that would combine currently used, peer-reviewed, and scientifically accepted methodology to address the management concerns related to recreational impacts.
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