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	PROJECT ABSTRACT: 

Mesa Verde National Park recently established a Protected Activity Center (PAC) of over 5,000 acres for its Mexican Spotted Owl (MSO) population. In 2006, the park will be conducting special interpretive hikes and horseback rides for the public in commemoration of the park’s centennial year. However, some of these activities would occur within the PAC during the breeding season. Therefore, along with various mitigations agreed to in a Biological Assessment of the recreational activities, the US Fish and Wildlife Service is requiring that the park monitor the MSO population in order to determine the current use of the canyons in the PAC by MSO for nesting and roosting so that these sites can be better protected from human disturbances in 2006. Because of the late date, the park needs to quickly hire an investigator experienced with MSO to conduct a survey the PAC according to the 2003 MSO surveying protocols for the purpose of finding nests sites, if any, and roost sites. 

Objectives

Starting as soon as possible, Mesa Verde National Park needs to have an experienced MSO biologist conduct as many complete surveys of its MSO PAC area in the spring and summer period of 2006 as is needed to locate active territories. Once the owls are found, attempts to find and map nest sites and roost sites would proceed. The current Mexican Spotted Owl Survey Protocol was established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 2003. Many of the procedures and definitions in this protocol would be used in this project to achieve the objectives. Important observations would be mapped with GPS/GIS.

Deliverables:
Investigators will provide a progress report no later than August 15, 2006 detailing the results of Mexican spotted owl surveys, including information on nest and roost sites. Because this is a brief one-year monitoring project, a formal Annual Accomplishment Report is not needed. The Final Completion Report is the only formal report required. The progress report will be delivered to: Mesa Verde National Park Service, PO Box 8, Mesa Verde, CO 81330.

The final completion report will be delivered to the park under the requirements of the cooperative agreement as deliverables listed below by January 15, 2007. Mesa Verde NP staff will review draft reports. Any comments by NPS staff will be incorporated into the final reports. The investigators also will complete the on-line Investigator's Annual Report.

1. The park and CPCESU would each receive at least two hard copies and the digital files (CD-ROM) of versions of the final report. The final report will be delivered to: Mesa Verde National Park Service, PO Box 8, Mesa Verde, CO 81330, and NPS/CPCESU, Northern Arizona University, Box 5765, Attn. Regional Coordinator, Flagstaff, AZ 86011-5765.

2. ARCGIS shape file (point locations) showing all MSO records.
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