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PROJECT ABSTRACT:  
The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 (NAGPRA) required museums and federal agencies to prepare an inventory of Native American human remains in their custody and/or possession.  The item-by-item description of human remains and associated funerary objects [43 CFR 10.2 (g)(2)] as required at 25 USC 3003. The inventory has two parts: 1) a listing of all human remains and associated funerary objects that are identified as being culturally affiliated with one or more present-day Indian tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations, and 2) a listing of all culturally unidentifiable human remains for which no culturally affiliated present-day Indian tribe or Native Hawaiian organization can be determined [43 CFR 10.9 (d)]. Museums and Federal agencies were required to complete their inventories by November 16, 1995. 

In recent years, the National Park Service (NPS), Intermountain Region (IMR), NAGPRA program has been working closely with several parks on NAGPRA projects during which additional Native American human remain fragments were identified in faunal collections and during which the Minimum Number of Individuals (MNI) were unclear.  Unfortunately, many of the parks had already repatriated and reburied the inventory items in their collections in close collaboration with the tribes.  The identification of new and/or additional remains required the parks and tribes to initiate the NAGPRA inventory process again.

Rather than take a reactionary approach, the IMR NAGPRA program will work with the Museum of Northern Arizona to systematically and proactively review other park collections in the region,  particularly in the southwest and Colorado Plateau, to identify the fragmented remains of additional Native American individuals in faunal collections and to clarify the MNI.  After the data is collected, the Museum of Northern Arizona will assist the NPS in consolidating the information for exchanging with the potentially affiliated and interested tribes during consultation.
