PROJECT ABSTRACT
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Project Title: Support Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) Inventory Compliance for Navajo National Monument
Funding Amount: $43,026.70 (Phase I) 
CPCESU Partner Institution: Museum of Northern Arizona
Principal Investigator: L. Theodore Neff, Museum of Northern Arizona, 3101 N. Fort Valley Road, Flagstaff, AZ 86001-8348, Tel: (928) 774-5211, ext. 260, Fax: (928) 779-1527, tneff@mna.mus.az.us 
NPS Key Official: Ellen Brennan, Chief of Cultural Resources, Navajo National Monument, HC 71, Box 3, Tonalea, AZ 86044, telephone: (928) 672-2716, fax: (928) 672-2703, e-mail: Ellen_Brennan@nps.gov
Start Date: May 5, 2010
End Date: September 30, 2012
Abstract: This two-year, phased project will support Navajo National Monument’s (NAVA) compliance with 43 CFR 10.9 “Inventories” of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).  Museums and federal agencies were required to complete their inventories by November 16, 1995.  Although NAVA completed its NAGPRA Inventory as required by November 16, 1995, no government-to-government tribal consultation has been conducted to date regarding the cultural affiliation of the Native American human remains and associated funerary objects listed on NAVA’s 1995 Inventory and NAVA has not yet published its required Notice of Inventory Completion. 
This two-year project includes: NAVA NAGPRA collections research and documentation, preparation of NAGPRA collections for culturally sensitive visits/viewings by tribal representatives, one-on-one and multi-tribe government-to-government consultations with all potentially affiliated tribes regarding cultural items subject to NAGPRA listed on NAVA’s 1995 inventory including payments for tribal participation, logistics and meeting documentation, followed by a thorough evaluation of all lines of evidence on an individual and site by site basis in support of a published Notice of Inventory Completion (NIC), and a final written report that synthesizes the NAGPRA Inventory compliance process and makes recommendations to the NPS regarding the cultural affiliation determination(s) for the cultural items subject to NAGPRA in the custody and/or possession of NAVA.
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