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The excavation of the GLCA plesiosaur in June, 2006 proved to be better than we had hoped.  The specimen is a virtually complete skeleton of a juvenile, the first complete skeleton known from all of the Tropic Shale and the first excavated from GLCA.  Laboratory preparation activities commenced immediately upon delivery to MNA following the excavation.  The bones are in a remarkable state of preservation, but because they are badly broken (some bones in hundreds of pieces), progress is much slower than we experienced in previous specimens.  In addition, many of the bones are remarkably delicate, a condition that also slows laboratory progress.  Laboratory preparation was supported from the GLCA grant from funds remaining after the excavation.    The grant funding has been exhausted, and several more months of laboratory work remain to be completed before the skeleton is fully conserved.  Supplemental funding will be used to continue the laboratory preparation and conservation of this remarkable specimen.  We expect completion of the preparation by Dec. 1, 2006. 
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