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	PROJECT TITLE: Data Gathering for Ecological Restoration of Floodplains, Yosemite Valley, Yosemite National Park, California
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	PROJECT ABSTRACT: 
This project focuses on gathering data for the planning of the ecological restoration of the flooded campgrounds as called for in the Yosemite Valley Plan. The ecological restoration will link highly valued natural areas that have been degraded or fragmented (including the Merced River, wetlands, meadows, and California black oak woodlands) into a larger, more dynamic ecosystem. The land of the former Upper and Lower River Campgrounds, along with a portion of Lower Pines Campground, once looked very different from the areas we see today. American Indians intentionally burned the meadows to promote wildlife habitat and to maintain open California black oak woodlands and their acorns. This practice was discontinued in the middle of the 19th century. As a result, conifers have encroached on what used to be lush meadows and wetlands. Over the years, park managers brought in imported fill material to create suitable campsites. Natural hydrology was altered, soil was compacted, and wetlands were “dried out.” In addition, the riverbanks in the east end of Yosemite Valley have sustained a considerable loss of vegetation and are highly eroded due to intensive visitor use. Large amounts of fill were apparently distributed over wetlands, riparian areas, and meadows to provide higher, level ground for campsites and related facilities.  Based on preliminary investigations, fill depths are expected to range from a few inches to several feet


	Agency Representative:

Ron Hiebert, NPS
Research Coordinator

CPCESU

Northern Arizona University

P.O. Box 5765

Flagstaff, AZ  86011-5765

Tel: (928) 523-0877

Fax: (928) 523-8223

Ron.Hiebert@nau.edu

	Agency Administration Representative

Lynell Wright

Grants/Agreements Specialist

Intermountain Regional Office

P.O. Box 25287

12795 W. Alameda Parkway

Denver, CO  80225-0287

Tel: (303) 969-2654

Fax: (303) 969-2992

Lynell_Wright@nps.gov
	Investigator:

Dr. David Cooper

Department of Forest, Rangeland and Watershed Stewardship

Fort Collins, Colorado 80523

Tel: 970 491-5430

Fax: 970-491-6307


	Partner Admin. Contact: 

Sue Beatty

Ecological Restoration Biologist/COR

Yosemite National Park

P.O. Box 700, 

5083 Foresta Road

El Portal, CA 95318

(209)-379-1231

e-mail: Sue_Beatty@nps.gov


	List of Key Words: [Insert key words – list available under “Project Planning” at http://cpcesu.nau.edu]

Ecological Restoration, Floodplain, wetland, riparian



	Key Official from National Park - Include contact information @ Specific Park or NPS Office:

Sue Beatty

Ecological Restoration Biologist/COR

Yosemite National Park

P.O. Box 700, 

5083 Foresta Road

El Portal, CA 95318

(209)-379-1231

e-mail: Sue_Beatty@nps.gov


	Annual Report Received: 5/11/06

Final Report Received: underway, due 12/31/06

Publications on File:



	This Modification is subject to all the provisions included in the Cooperative Agreement, dated 6/18/04.



Attach any supporting material as necessary.

