NPS 

PROJECT SUMMARY 
	Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit

Cooperative Agreement Modification



	FUNDING AGENCY: National Park Service

	MODIFICATION NO.: [CESU info only]


	COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT NO.: 1200-99-009
	FUNDING AMOUNT: $ 85,407

	INVESTIGATORS’ Contact Information: [please list all Co-PIs contact information]
Dr. David Cooper
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	PROJECT TITLE: Data Gathering for Ecological Restoration of Floodplains, Yosemite Valley, Yosemite National Park, California 


	EFFECTIVE DATES:  April 18, 2004 through December 30, 2005

	PROJECT ABSTRACT: This project focuses on gathering data for the planning of the ecological restoration of the flooded campgrounds as called for in the Yosemite Valley Plan. The ecological restoration will link highly valued natural areas that have been degraded or fragmented (including the Merced River, wetlands, meadows, and California black oak woodlands) into a larger, more dynamic ecosystem. . Years ago, park managers brought in imported fill material to create suitable campsites. Natural hydrology was altered, soil was compacted, and wetlands were “dried out.” In addition, the riverbanks in the east end of Yosemite Valley have sustained a considerable loss of vegetation and are highly eroded due to intensive visitor use. Large amounts of fill were apparently distributed over wetlands, riparian areas, and meadows to provide higher, level ground for campsites and related facilities.  Based on preliminary investigations, fill depths are expected to range from a few inches to several feet.  This project will determine the natural contours of the site and provide data for a vegetation plan of the restored sites based on the hydrology.  
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	This Modification is subject to all the provisions included in the Cooperative Agreement, dated 6/22/99.
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