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Abstract: The Center for Desert Archaeology will organize and implement a multi-disciplinary study of selected and sampled artifact classes from an assemblage collected from cavate features in Montezuma’s Castle National Monument. The purposes of the proposed analyses are as follows: 1) Assess the degree of multicomponency evident in basketry, ceramics, and durable artifacts, known or suspected at this time to represent a historic or protohistoric Apache component, a late Honanki-early Tuzigoot phase prehistoric occupation, and possibly other earlier prehistoric occupations; 2) Evaluate the relative contributions of human and natural formations processes inasmuch as these affect the composition of the assemblage and the public understanding of the kinds of uses of the cavates that the artifact and ecofact assemblages represent.
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